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ICE
SEA ICE

The ice limits shown on the charts enclose regions
with mean ice concentrations of 1/8 or greater. These
reflect the average midmonth conditions as determined
from all available observations. Actual concentration
boundaries may vary widely from the averages under
the influence of changing synoptic meteorological and
oceanographic situations.

Ice conditions in the westernmost third of the North
Atlantic (Canada-West Greenland region) are based pri-
marily on observations collected by U. S. Navy and Ca-
nadian ice reconnaissance teams during the years 1952
through 1972. The analysis of the central North Atlantic
(East Greenland-Iceland region) was derived from data
supplied by U. 8. Navy reconnaissance teams and by
annual reports of the Danish Meteorological Institute
for the period 1919-62. In the easternmost third of the
North Atlantic, observations taken at coastal stations
and aboard German, Soviet, and Scandinavian ships
serve as the main data sources. The Baltic data were
extracted from detailed ice reports of the German Hy-
drographic Institute and the Finnish Institute of Ma-
rine Research. Satellite photographs were used to fill
gaps in the data.

GLACIER ICE

The mean maximum iceberg limit encompasses most
of the observations of drifting glacier ice reported
through 1972. Because of the difficulty in differentiating
between small amounts of sea ice and glacier ice, all
ice sightings made beyond this boundary, regardless of
origin, were judged to be exceptional in nature and
plotted individually.
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